
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF OCTOBER 17, 2016 

 

The Work Session of October 17, 2016 was called to order at 6:36 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 

were made. 

 

A request by the Fire Chief to reconfigure the Friends Avenue Parking Lot was reviewed 

by the Borough Administrator.  The Fire Chief would like to make some changes that 

would provide the fire trucks easier access into the back of the Fire House’s parking lot.  

The end result would be the reduction by one parking space in the Friends Lot, but will 

provide much better access for the fire trucks.  A second request by the Fire Chief was 

that the Friends Parking be changed from long term metered parking spaces to a 

permitted parking lot.  He felt that way we would know who the cars belonged to and it 

would enable the Fire Department contact information for those parked in the lot for 

snow removal purposes.  The Administrator proved a brief explanation on the revenues 

collected, noting that they were estimated amounts as we do not have records to show 

how much this lot brings in annually as all coins are collected together and deposited.  It 

is her recommendation to make the physical changes to the parking lot at this time, but 

to leave the long term meters in place.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed 

to the Administrator’s recommendations.  Additionally, it was noted that the two parking 

lots, Friends Avenue and the Fire Department’s, would need to be resurfaced in the near 

future.  Mayor Kasko suggested a cost sharing agreement with the Fire Department for 

this work. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the various parking lot permit fees currently in our 

Vehicles and Traffic ordinance.  The one permit that she feels should be clarified in the 

ordinance is the $15 per quarter/$60 per year permit for residents.  It was noted that there 

have been issues in the past where residents have used the borough parking lots as 

storage space for their personal business vehicles.  The Administrator suggested that the 

wording on this ordinance be updated to indicate that it is for those residents without 

driveways.  Additionally, the Commissioners may want to look at increasing this fee as it 

is significantly lower than our other permits.  The Commissioners reviewed the current 

permit prices, as well as the wording for that specific permit and agreed to change the 

wording at this time.  They also agreed that the Administrator should obtain additional 

data with regards to the pricing on all of the permits. 

 

While on the topic of parking permits, the Borough Solicitor, provided an update on the 

parking issues between PATCO and Linden Avenue residents.  He asked for confirmation 

the he is to go back to Park Lane Properties, LLC and PATCO to let them know that the 

Borough cannot provide any liability insurance for vehicles parked in the PATCO lot.  At 

this time PATCO and our Joint Insurance Fund have agreed on a one year payment for 

the use of the PATCO lot.  As the discussion developed it was agreed that this should be 

done in closed session at the end of the meeting. 

 



 

 

A request to close Kings Highway from Central Middle School was reviewed by the 

Commissioners.  It was noted that this was previously requested through a General Event 

Permit Application, which the police denied because of the location and suggested 

getting a different route.  The Commissioners agreed that the applicant should meet with 

the police to discuss a more appropriate area.  The Borough Administrator noted that 

attendance in the current races seems to be declining overall. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed a meeting she recently had with the Historic 

Preservation Commission (HPC) Chairperson, Commissioner Rochford and the Borough 

Solicitor regarding potential changes to the current sign ordinance.  There are three (3) 

items that the HPC would like to have changed:  1) include the ability to use alternative 

materials for the signs rather than just wood, 2) creation of a minimum size sign, and 3) to 

remove the prohibition on using gold letters on signs.  Another change that has since 

come up is to change the letter height per sign, which will be done through a removal of 

that requirement from the application.  The Commissioners agreed to all of these 

changes.  For Item #2 it has been noted that there are a few businesses where the 

storefront is much smaller than the average storefront.  Currently the size of the allowable 

sign is based on the size of the storefront, these smaller stores end up with very small signs.  

The HPC will come up with a recommendation based on the average store.  Once the 

HPC has come up with the average storefront size, we will move forward with an 

ordinance to change these items. 

 

A request from the owner of 80 Chews Landing Road to put in a retaining wall was 

reviewed.  This wall would be placed on borough property.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

suggested having the owner regrade his property to put in a high point on their property.  

The Commissioners agreed to have the Community Development Director reach out to 

the owner to discuss this option.  It was also noted that the Borough may want to have 

sidewalks installed in that area. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the request from a property that abuts the Allen 

Avenue parking lot to purchase a small portion of the lot to give themselves a back yard.  

The Administrator reminded the Commissioners that the discussion on this issue was 

brought up at the last work session and that they were all going to take a look at the area 

being suggested for purchase.  Commissioner Rochford suggested having the Borough 

Engineer review the area to see if there are any adaptable uses for that spot, which is 

currently not developed.  The Administrator reminded the Commissioners of their pervious 

discussions indicating that this area may be used for electric car charging stations in the 

future.  She also noted that if we sell the property to the resident then we are creating a 

non-conforming lot that must go before the Planning Board.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

suggested asking DPW where they put snow from plowing in that area before making a 

decision.  Mayor Kasko stated that he is open to finding them a little something.  

Commissioner Rochford suggested saying no, so that we don’t create a non-conforming 

lot.  Commissioner Moscatelli agreed with Commissioner Rochford.  The Commissioners 

unanimously agreed that landscaping in that area needed to be done at a minimum.  

Commissioner Moscatelli will reach out to the homeowner. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the need to update the Borough Code to include two new 

handicapped parking spaces in the N. Haddon Avenue Parking Lot that were installed 



 

 

when the lot was recently upgraded.  Additionally, the Police Department has received 

a request for a handicap space at 321 Springfield Terrace because the handicapped 

resident is having a difficult time with parking due to the school kids parking in that area. 

Mayor Kasko asked how many instances such as this do we have around town.  

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if we have a mechanism to confirm that the need is still 

a valid one.  The Administrator indicated that she would have to get back to both 

Commissioners with that information.  In the meantime, the Commissioners agreed 

unanimously to add a handicapped spot in front of 321 Springfield Terrace to the 

ordinance also. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to repeal the sections of the ordinance that deal with water 

and sewer charges and connections now that New Jersey American Water owns the 

utility.  Mayor Kasko asked if there is a standard on how long a municipality should wait 

before repealing those sections once they sell their utility.  The Borough Solicitor indicated 

that there is none. 

 

The current vacancies on various boards and commissions were reviewed.  The 

Commissioners agreed to an appointment for the Environmental Commission, once 

Commissioner Rochford reviews the appointment with the Chairperson.  The 

Commissioners also approved two possible candidates for the Historic Preservation 

Commission, and wanted the Chairperson to make the final decision.  For the vacancy 

on the Human Relations Commission, the Commissioners agreed to a candidate, but 

wanted the Chairperson to confirm his approval before moving forward.  As for the two 

vacancies on the Zoning Board, the Commissioners agreed to interview two candidates 

at their next work session, which the Clerk would set up.  Additionally, the Commissioners 

agreed to advertise for the Shade Tree Commission vacancy.  The Borough Solicitor 

suggested moving these discussions to a closed session in the future. 

 

The October 25th agenda was reviewed.  No changes were made at this time. 

 

During the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) discussion, the Borough Administrator 

reviewed her suggestions for placement of food trucks during the PfH Night Market 

events.  Mayor Kasko agreed to these changes.  After a brief discussion it was stated that 

the reason for stating where the trucks can be parked is for safety reasons.  It was noted 

that Fire Inspections must be performed annually for each truck attending one of these 

events.  The Commissioners agreed to send the updated map to PfH. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the General Event Permit Application for the Jonas Cattel 

Run and agreed to approve the event for this weekend with resolution on October 25th 

agenda. 

 

At 7:48 p.m. Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

the Linden Avenue parking issue and driveway issue on 415 Peyton Avenue.  The motion 

Was seconded by Mayor Kasko.  The Commissioners approved the motion unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:59 p.m. where they had also 

approved adjourning the meeting. 

 



 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 


